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Heeding
the call

Last days
of MLK,
a play

Jimmy L. McCloud, Jr.
Putting her past behind her, Kristina is looking towards a future filled with unconditional love.

Bryant Bentley
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Actors Alan Bomar Jones
and Bryant Bentley are excited to perform their twoman show “The Last Days
of Martin Luther King, Jr.”
at the American Stage on
Feb. 4 and Feb. 18.
A veteran actor, writer
and director, Jones started
the research in June 2013
before writing this fictional
account of Dr. King’s last
interview. He said that one
of the biggest inspirations,
aside from various old interviews with Dr. King, was
the book “And the Walls
Came Tumbling Down” by
Ralph Abernathy, a minister who was Dr. King’s
most intimate friend.
“He reveals a lot of personal information about Dr.
King that America probably
doesn’t know, so I try to incorporate some of that in
this work,” Jones said in his
rich, baritone voice.
In the play Dr. King
(played by Bentley) grants
a TV interview to Preston
Spencer of WKBC (played
by Jones) the day before
going to Memphis, where
he will ultimately be assassinated. Spencer does his
best to root out private,
tabloid-type information,
Jones explained, and where
See MLK , page 4

BY MARLO SCOTT
Staff Writer


BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Kristina sits in her office
at a local substance abuse
clinic encouraging addicts to come clean and
find a better way of life.
But what few know is that
Kristina herself was once
an addict. Not one who
couldn’t put down the
pipe or stop guzzling alcohol. No, Kristina fell victim to a lesser-known
addiction that consumed
her life, ate away at her
self-worth and robbed her
of her childhood.
“I would walk the
streets at night looking
for a boyfriend,” she explained admitting she enjoyed having sexual

relations with the opposite sex. “I slept with 10
guys that first night, it became like an adrenaline
rush.”
But Kristina’s story
doesn’t start at 14 when
she was sneaking out of
the house to meet up with
men. It begins much earlier. Introduced to sex before she was old enough
to even know what it was,
her earliest memories are
not ones of playing with
blocks or the smiling
faces of family. Instead
she remembers waking
up at the age of three with
her mom’s male friend
between her legs.
“He put his finger to
his mouth to tell me to be
quiet, so I didn’t say any-

thing,” she confided remembering not a sense of
fear, but the sensation of
his touch. “I remember
how it made me feel, it felt
good, you know?”
And although her
mom ran him off with the
machete she kept hidden
under her bed, the cycle
would continue throughout Kristina’s young life.
There are no memories of
sleepovers with her girlfriends. Just men taking
advantage of her innocence, the betrayal of family members she trusted
and boys lining up outside a parked car waiting
for their turn.
And instead of childhood theme songs forever etched in her

subconscious, there are
only the images and
sounds of the pornography she would sneak a
peek at. Images that still
flash through her mind
even as a young woman
of 25 trying to start anew.
“Me and a relative
would actually practice
the things that we saw on
the video,” Kristina confided revealing how
they’d stay up at night
watching adult films. “I
was about five; she had to
be about 14.”
When Kristina turned
seven her mom got married and it seemed a
happy ending was still
within reach, that the

See HEALING, page 4

Vitu: A piece of Africa in St. Pete
BY MARLO SCOTT
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Vitu (V-too) is Swahili for
things, and there are
some beautiful things at
the little shop in Skyway
Mall, 4301 34th St. S., St.
Petersburg, called Vitu.
Owned and operated by
Gwendolyn S. Fields, her
unique store brings a little piece of Africa to St.
Petersburg.
Fields opened the
shop filled with African

art, jewelry, clothing and
exotic plants after retiring
from 27 years as a librarian for the Library of
Congress in Washington,
D.C.
Her introduction to
the work world started
off much more labor intensive than documenting our nation’s history.
Indeed, Fields grew up
on a farm in Georgia
where she was raised to
respect hard work. She
See VITU, page 6

Gwendolyn S. Fields showing off her wares
at her store in Skyway Mall.

ST. PETERSBURG —
Minister
Jimmy
L.
McCloud, Jr. grew up as a
typical African-American
teenager in the 1970s. He
was raised in the original
Jordan Park Housing Projects and graduated from
Dixie Hollins High School
in 1975 right around the
time of desegregation.
The oldest child of five
siblings, his father retired
from the arm forces and his
mother a nurse, McCloud
took an afterschool job as a
bag boy at Webb’s City department store. Like many
teenagers, he had a bunch
of friends and enjoyed
being young and carefree.
After graduating high
school McCloud decided to
enlist in the United States
Coast Guard. He served his
country for 10 years and
reached the status of Sergeant. Once he left the
coast guard, “all hell broke
loose,” as he described it.
Finding it hard to cope
with the everyday challenges of being a marginalized black man in the
south, he started experimenting with drugs and alcohol. Things went from
bad to worst until he ended
up in the intensive care unit
of the Bayfront Medical
Center fighting for his life
in 1987.
Shot at close range in
the stomach by a man with
a sawed off shot gun, headlines in the St. Petersburg
Times read: “Man shot in
drug deal, police say.”
Doctors advised his
mother to get his affairs in
order because he wouldn’t
be leaving the hospital
See SERVICE, page 8




                                      

Tony & Nello's
Southern Italian Cuisine & Grille
(formerly JOJO'S PIZZA)
has been serving Tierra Verde
and St. Pete Beach for more
than 30 years. We offer
authentic southern Italian food.
We specialize in wood-fired
brick oven pizza.

Dine In or
Carry Out!
Catering service is available.

1136 Pinellas Bayway S.
St Petersburg, FL 33715
www.tonyandnellos.com
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Planning a successful health event
BY CAROLYN SWANSON
Sanderlin Neighborhood
Family Center

By Pastor Martin Rainey

Increasing parental and
community engagement
Below is a response from my article
“Yes, they said it! (I Do Not Believe It, Yes
Parents Do Care!)” from a caring parent:
Letter to the editor:
I submit the following to the individual(s) referenced in Pastor Rainey’s Bulletin regarding their opinion of how some
parents and teachers feel about the parenting engagement displayed by the mothers
and fathers of some of our children:
“It is not the critic who counts: not the
man who points out how the strong man
stumbles or where the doer of deeds could
have done better. The credit belongs to
the man who is actually in the arena, who
strives valiantly, who spends himself for a
worthy cause; who, at the best, knows, in
the end, the triumph of high achievement,
and who, at the worst, if he fails, at least he
fails while daring greatly, so that his place
shall never be with those cold and timid
souls who knew neither victory nor defeat.” - Theodore Roosevelt
I see parents walking their children to
Mercy/Melrose every morning and picking them up in the evening. I make a conscious decision to always keep in mind
those parents that do right by their children and strive to stay away from generalizations of any segment of society. My
heart breaks for the folks who have negative comments about people in our community who in addition to being barraged

with negative images, comments and policies from the larger community also have
to contend with those attitudes from those
within their own community. My public
plea to those that have grown exasperated
and despondent in their careers as evidenced by their comments to Pastor
Rainey, please find another career.
“Education is now and has always
been a drawing out of what already exists
within the student rather than a putting in
of what we see as necessary to fill perceived deficiencies.” — Spirit Whisperers:
Teachers Who Nourish a Child’s Spirit by
Chick Moorman.
To my readers: Your opinions related
to “Rainey’s Bulletin” are welcomed.
Pastor Rainey serves as Community
Outreach Pastor for the Faith Memorial
MB Church, Rev. Dr. Bragg L. Turner, Senior Pastor. Also Pastor Rainey serves as
President of the Parent Support For Education Council, Inc., and Chairman, JWB
South County Community Council, and
may be contacted: mrainey390@verizon.net
or Cell: 727-420-1326
The Parent Council meets every 3rd
Thursday of each month @ 6:30 p.m., Faith
Memorial Missionary Baptist, 1800 18th
Ave. S., St. Petersburg, at the (Resource
Center), to the right and adjacent to
Church. The community is welcome.

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
LEMA CONSTRUCTION WILL BE ACCEPTING BID PROPOSALS ON BEHALF
OF ST. PETERSBURG COLLEGE FOR THEIR NEW MIDTOWN CENTER, SITE 16
Bids for furnishing all labor, material and performing all work necessary and incidental to the completion
of the bid packages shall be for;
BID GROUP F - SITE PKG 3 AND BLDG PACKAGE 5
Roofing (Re-bid), Sidewalks, Pre-cast Wall, Hardscape, Roller Shades, Landscape/Irrigation
Three (3) sets of sealed proposals along with checklist and proof of bonding capacity must be received by
LEMA Construction at 10001 16th Street North, St. Petersburg, FL 33716, by 5:00pm on the 26th day
of February 2014. Any bids received after the above date and time or delivered to a different address or
location will not be considered. Only qualified subcontractor bid proposals will be reviewed. There will be
a list of the minimum requirements posted on www.lemaconstruction.com and will be an integral part of
the bid proposal packet. There will be a Beneficial Community Impact (BCI) goal of 30% or more included
but not limited to SBE’s MBE’s & WBE’s participation.

ST. PETERSBURG –
Thirty-four liaisons from
community
churches
gathered together Sat.,
Jan., 25 for the Churches
United for Healthy Congregations (CUFHC) Annual Workshop. The
workshop was held at the
James B. Sanderlin Neighborhood Family Center
and the topic of discussion
was “Creating a Successful Health Event.”
Speakers
included
Deborah Rivard, from St.
Anthony’s Faith Community Nursing program,
Ronnell
Montgomery,
Community Outreach Specialist from the James B.
Sanderlin Neighborhood
Family Center and Dianna
King, Board chairperson
for the James B. Sanderlin
Neighborhood
Family
Center. The presenters all
spoke to different aspects
of planning a health event,
from making sure the
screening machines are
properly calibrated to the
decor one can use to engage and welcome people
to an event.
Many excellent tips for
successful outcomes of
events were given during
the morning. The catch
phrases of the day were
“use
community
resources and tools,” “know
your target audience” and
“be purposeful and plan,
plan, plan.”
Also represented were
several nurses from the
Black Nurses Association,
St. Petersburg Chapter;
Chef John Saxton, author
of “Urban Cuisine,” a
cookbook on healthy soul

food eating; Dorothy Herring Lee who spoke about
the upcoming south St. Petersburg Relay for Life
event May 2 and Cynthia
Glynn from the Pinellas
County Health Department who talked about the
new Women, Infant and
Children’s (WIC) program
going over to an EBT system beginning February
1.
Montgomery, who is
also the incoming co-chair
for the American Heart
Association’s (AHA) Go
Red Initiative for Tampa
Bay informed the group
that AHA’s Go Red for
Women Day is Fri., Feb.
7. However churches were
encouraged to have events
highlighting heart health
awareness throughout the

month!
CUFHC, a program of
the James B. Sanderlin
Neighborhood
Family
Center, is comprised of a
group of predominantly
African-American
churches who work together collaboratively to
improve the health of our
community.
By working together,
the churches are able to
maximize resources and
effectively reach more
people. CUFHC is guided
by a Steering Committee
consisting of community
health organizations as
well as CUFHC church liaisons.
For more information,
got to the website at
cufhc.org.

LEMA Construction and St. Petersburg College will review bid proposals and select the subcontractor or
vendor based on the combination of their BCI, Base Bid and overall bid proposal. The College is seeking
to have the most positive impact possible on the local community.
Qualified bidders will be provided three (3) pre-marked envelopes with the following information to be
included on for bid proposal envelopes:
Attn: St. Petersburg College
Bid: Midtown Center, Site 16
Title: Site Pkg 3 & Bldg Pkg 5
Trade: (Roofing, Sidewalks, Pre-cast Wall, Hardscape, Roller Shades,
Landscape/Irrig.)
Your Company Name
Interested Bidders may obtain bid packet with specific trade proposals beginning January 30th, 2014,
by contacting LEMA Construction at 727-563-0298. You can also request a bid packet by sending an email
to spcmidtown@lemaconstruction.com. There will be a public Mandatory Pre-Bid Meeting on
February 14th, 2014, at 2:00pm in room 107, at St. Petersburg College Midtown Center, located at 1048
22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712. At this meeting, Lema will go over the scope of work and
answer questions. Any questions after the meeting will have to be sent to above email address and will be
shared publicly. St. Petersburg College will have the final approval on the selected contractor and reserves
the right to reject any and all bids.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Opening a bank account: How do I choose
a bank or credit union?

1600 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. St. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33701
727-821-6897 • www.nhsfl.org
Today’s column is the second in a series of articles providing up-to-date tips and reports which will help a family
prepare a reasonable, affordable financial plan for their family with a goal of achieving financial freedom. The first article
answered the question “Why do I need a bank account”: safety
and security; convenience; and keeping more of your money
by avoiding check cashing and payday lender fees. As a follow
up, today’s article will focus on choosing a financial institution and an account that are right for you.
Locally, choosing a bank or credit union has become
an easier process through the collaborative efforts of financial institutions, nonprofits, and other partners in developing and promoting Bank on Tampa Bay. Bank on TB is
working with area banks and credit unions to help you
open an account and keep more of your money. The program is designed to address the needs of those who currently are not part of the financial mainstream. You may
want to consider the following related questions which
Bank On answers:
• Using check cashers or buying money orders?
Open an account today. Cash your checks and pay your
bills for free.
• Don’t have a lot of money? Depending on the
bank or credit union you choose, you may need as little as
$5 to open an account. Many will open an account for $50
or less, although a few may require up to $100 to open an
account.
• How much will an account cost? Many participating banks and credit unions offer checking accounts
with no monthly fees. A few charge a low monthly fee.
• Need to spend all of your money? With many accounts, you don’t have to keep a minimum amount of
money in your account each month to keep it open.
• Troubled banking history? If you’ve had a bank
account closed or you’ve bounced checks more than six

months ago, you may still be eligible for an account.
You can find a list of participating financial institutions,
including
those
in
your
neighborhood,
at
www.BankonTB.com. Additionally, when choosing a bank
or credit union, the following FDIC Money Smart checklist
may help you choose the financial institution that is right
for you:
• Does it offer the services I need?
• Is it close to home?
• Does it have reasonable hours?
• Does it have ATMs? If so, are they located near
where I live, work or shop?
• If I am choosing a credit union, how do I apply for
membership?
• What, if any, fees will be charged?
• Is this bank insured?
Once you have determined the right financial institution for you, you can use the same approach in choosing
the best account to suit your needs, keeping in mind that
most Bank on TB participating financial institutions offer
accounts that feature the following: No or low minimum
opening balances; no or low maintenance fees; no or low
minimum monthly balances; direct deposits of paychecks
or monthly balances; debit cards; online banking.
Here’s a handy checklist for choosing an account:
• How much money do I need to open the account?
• How much do I have to keep in my account to avoid
fees?
• What are the fees for bounced checks?
• How many checks can I write before extra fees are
charged?
• How many withdrawals can I make each month?
• Does this account pay interest?

• Does an ATM or debit card come with this account?
• Will I be charged to use the ATM or debit card at another bank?
• Are there any other fees?
Bank on Tampa Bay provides the following information
about how to open your own account at participating financial institutions:
1. Ask them about opening an account through
Bank On. The partner financial institutions have special
products that are designed just for you. They’ll answer
your questions and help you open an account that works
best for you.
2. Remember to bring some identification. Most
banks and credit unions will require 2 forms of photo identification as well as proof of address, such as a utility bill.
3. Open your new account. The person at the bank
or credit union will walk you through the entire process.
As part of this program you can also get FREE financial
education so that you have the tools you need to get the
most out of your new account. Neighborhood Home Solutions is a participating nonprofit member of the Bank On
program and offers FREE financial fitness workshops.
By opening a bank account and making it work for you,
you take a big first step to financial freedom and achieving
your dreams.
NHS is a 501(c)3 non-profit HUD-certified housing
counseling organization. All services are provided free of
charge. Partners include the U. S. Department of Housing
and Urban Development (HUD), HomeFree USA, Florida
Housing Finance Corporation, Florida Hardest-Hit Fund,
Pinellas County Community Development and the City of St.
Petersburg. Sources for this article include: Bank on Tampa
Bay, FDIC Money Smart, and Federal Trade Commission.

Bank on Tampa Bay
Why is having a bank or credit union account important?
Simply put: it saves you money!
• $8 billion is spent annually in fees to alternative
service including payday loan fees
• The average charge for cashing a paycheck is
$40, which can add up to more than $2,000 per
year if done weekly

• Over the course of a 40-year full-time career, a
person could spend $40,000 in check-cashing
services. Investing that money into savings
bonds instead could net that person $200,000
at retirement.
• The unbanked pay up to 10% of their salaries
for check cashing services.
• Payday loans cost workers 50-400% interest.
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‘The Last Days of Martin Luther King’ opening soon

Finding strength through God

From MLK, page 1

From HEALING , page 1

Dr. King is thinking he’s
doing a legitimate television interview for a station
that may help his cause,
Spencer has a hidden
agenda.
“He’s trying to advance
his own career,” Jones revealed. “So it has that element of surprise.”
In viewing archived interviews with Martin
Luther King, Jones confided that he and Bentley
were very impressed with
how composed Dr. King
remained and how he
stayed focused, no matter
what the question was, as
he was not easily manipulated by the press.
Other
characters
played by the duo are Ralph
Abernathy and Calvin
Payne, who asked Dr. King
in one flashback scene to
help bring justice to his
son, who was killed during a march in Memphis.
Even though the play is
set in 1968, Jones and Bentley include a subtle reference to the fatal shooting of
Florida teen Trayvon Martin. Payne describes his son
as wearing a hooded sweatshirt, just like Martin did
when he was killed, Jones
said.
“What I really like
about it is how we staged
this piece,” Bentley said,
clearly excited about the
project. “The way we’re
telling this story, those
like myself who weren’t
born in that era, they
would get it. They would
understand.”
Both Ohio residents,
Jones and Bentley have
been working together for
over 15 years and perform
a variety of one- and twoman shows on what they
call the “Touring and
Teaching”
experience.
They visit schools and theaters and put on productions that are centered on
notable African Americans
in history, including Malcolm X, Jackie Robinson
and singer-actor turned
civil rights activist Paul
Robeson. There’s even a
play where heavyweight
boxing great Joe Louis
meets Muhammad Ali.
Next year they plan to do
a show on Nelson Mandela.
“A lot of these are original pieces that we research and try to offer a
new theatrical approach,”

Alan Bomar Jones
Jones explained, “so that
we have something interesting for the audience to
see rather than the typical
two guys moving around
the stage.”
After their presentations at schools, Jones and
Bentley have a “talk-back”
session with the students,
which Jones says is really
key.
“We learn a lot from
just listening to people respond to our work,” he affirmed, and noted he and
Bentley offer a “free arts
workshop” with each presentation.
An
award-winning
actor, Jones is a resident
artist with the Human
Race Theatre Company of
Dayton, Ohio and with
American Stage. Along
with Bentley, he is currently appearing in August
Wilson’s “2 Trains Running” at the St. Pete venue.
Not only has he appeared
extensively
on
the
stage but has several independent film roles to his
credit, including “Missed
It” and “Off the Air.” He
believes it is possible to
make a living in this career without being in New
York or Chicago, despite
what many fledgling actors might think.
“We’re from Ohio,”
Jones said, “but if you
have talent, perseverance,
determination and good
work ethics, then you can
continue to work and
make a living for yourself.
That’s one of the things I
try to instill in young people. Don’t lose faith in
being where you are. If
you try, you can make it in
this business.”

Bentley agreed that
perseverance is crucial, as
he has weathered his
share of harsh setbacks in
the business.
“I’ve been turned down
so many times,” he admitted. “But ‘No’ means
‘Next.’ It’s hard but you
just have to have that
tough skin and keep
going.”
Jones believes that
consistency plays an important role in life as well
as theater. He said if you
look at the most successful people in the world,
they have been consistent
in what they’re doing.
“Whether
it’s
their choice of education,
or the way that they treat
people, when you’re consistent in whatever you do
in life, you cannot help but
reap rewards from it,”
Jones asserted. “You will
succeed.”
Bentley, who left a
high-paying job in his
twenties
to
pursue acting, has done
work in TV and film as
well as the theater.
“It’s funny,” he said, “that
in this play [“The Last
Days
of
Martin
Luther King, Jr.”] a character says, ‘I believe that
everybody should work at
what they like to do.’ It’s
really finding out what
your gift is. Everyone has
a talent. For me, I found
this at a late age but I’m so
happy that I found it.”
For ticket info contact
American Stage at www.americanstage.org or (727) 8231600.
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com

                       

adult life inflicted upon her
at such a young age could
actually cease to exist allowing Kristina a chance at
a normal childhood. But
the grooming for what has
turned out to be a life of
sexual addiction was only
just beginning. The cycle
unfortunately continued.
Rather than memories
of kickball in the backyard
or family cookouts, what
Kristina says will be forever
stamped in her mind is the
relentless string of advancements and sexual
abuse she endured.
“It didn’t stop,” she said
alleging once again an
older family member as
being responsible. According to Kristina the abuse
went on for years. She kept
quiet. She was only 10.
At 13 Kristina recalls
still more sexual advances.
A man on a church outing,
which she was invited to by
a neighbor, slinking into an
adjacent seat and touching
her. A family friend wanting
to see her breasts after a
trip to an amusement park.
A request that Kristina disclosed would later lead to
so much more.
“I would just let it happen,” she said. “I kept feeling like, why does
everybody target me?”
Aware that she struggled with self-esteem issues because of her
self-proclaimed status as a
“big girl,” Kristina felt ugly,
fat and as if she didn’t belong anywhere. She never
once connected her sexual
abuse to her lack of confidence, and as she grew into
a teenager, she fell for one
of the men who’d earlier
taken advantage of her.
“I would write him letters and we would talk all
night on the phone about
all kinds of stuff,” she said
remembering how special
she felt when he told her
he’d been thinking about
her.
But when her mom
found a letter stuffed in
Kristina’s purse waiting to
be mailed, the façade
began to unravel and the
truth was about to be revealed.
“She read it and it had
all this nasty stuff in it, sexual stuff, that I wanted to do
to him,” Kristina confided.
Her mom confronted the
young man in question. He
denied the allegations, instead telling a version of
the story that left Kristina
feeling hopeless and again
alone.
Ironically it was the discovery of that letter which

ended up being the turning
point for Kristina.
“We went down to the
pier and I remember us
talking and that’s when I
just broke down,” she said.
“I told her about the relatives, and the pornography,
all that stuff.”
But just a few months
later, Kristina’s turning
point went south and she
made a choice that would
further shape the next 10
years of her young life.
Desperate to find a
boyfriend, she took to
sneaking out of her house
while her mom slept and
her stepfather worked the
night shift.
“I would go out every
night,” she revealed even
though she knew in her
heart it wasn’t what normal
girls her age did. “It’s just
something I loved to do. I
knew that it was wrong.”
Kristina admits to leading a double life throughout those early teen years.
Involved in the church and
an abstinence program at a
local recreation center, she
was showered with praise
and accolades while making plans to meet up with
men afterwards.
“I would pick out outfits
that I would wear to walk
the streets at night,” she
said pointing to her nonexistent relationship with God
as the reason she continued having sex with random men. “I was spiritually
dead.”
At 15, after a year of sex
on the streets, Kristina had
a revelation. She remembers hearing the lyrics,
“Lord have your way,” and
through that little snippet
of song, she was on the
path to rebirth. To paving
the way to a new life.
The past 10 years have
seen setbacks. Times when
Kristina has not felt worthy
of walking in the glory of
God, but her realization of

how her past affecting not
only her, but her family,
gives her the strength to
keep trying.
“I was cold hearted, bitter, angry and hurt all at
the same time,” she said.
“God had allowed me to release those burdens and
everything that I was holding onto.”
Today Kristina has a
Bachelor’s Degree in Social
Work and counsels addicts.
She also writes as a form of
release and is known
throughout the Tampa Bay
area for her spoken word
poetry. She hopes to make
her most recent piece titled
“I Gave My Sister HIV” into
a short film that she can
show at speaking engagements where she connects
with young girls and
women, encouraging them
to forgive their past mistakes and reignite their
spiritual side.
“Jesus Christ is the
strength of my life,” she
said hopeful she can instill
the same belief in the
young women she aims to
help.
Kristina continues to
struggle with the abuse
that altered her life and the
means she used to deal
with it. “I talk about things
that people don’t really like
to talk about,” she said acknowledging that her story
may make some uncomfortable, “but if we don’t
talk about it, then the healing can’t take place.”
Kristina endeavors to
find a healthy relationship
and to open her own missionary where she can provide a safe haven for HIV
positive women in need of
assistance.
If you or someone you
love has fallen victim to sexual or domestic abuse, call
the Abuse Registry Hotline
at 1-800-96ABUSE. It is
available 24 hours a day,
seven days a week.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Brayboys bringing the Deuces
back to life

BY JON WILSON
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
The old Harden’s grocery
store and Washington beer
garden on 22nd Street
South and Ninth Avenue is
moving closer to reopening
as a Cajun restaurant.
Elihu and Carolyn Brayboy have renovated the building that once held two popular
neighborhood businesses
dating to the late 1930s.
They have yet to nail
down a grand opening, but
Elihu Brayboy mentioned
sometime in February as a
likely possibility.
The Brayboys’ activity
in what was the heart of the
old 22nd Street community
has been contagious. The
South City grocery store
across the street from the
restaurant project has been
repainted and there are
plans to hang banners at
Ninth Avenue and at 15th
Avenue.
“The idea is to get residents in this corridor excited,” Brayboy said.
Even now, “There are a
lot more people driving by,”
he said.
The couple, high school
sweethearts who have
been married for 34 years,
also have opened a consignment store and a pizza-andice cream shop a couple of
doors south. In between
those shops and the restaurant is a finely created patio
with a gazebo where patrons can sit and eat.
The Brayboys have
managed to preserve some
of the original features of
the store and beer garden,
including part of the bar, a
mantle and shelving. The
ceilings are composed of
molded tin panels. Original
sinks are in the restroom.
Carolyn Brayboy, who
has an MBA and recently
retired after 39 years at
IBM, has accomplished

much of the nuts-and-bolts
aspect of the project,
“I love the renovation
part,” she said.
The Brayboys’ daughter
and son-in-law have contributed to the synergy. Ramona Brayboy-Reio has a
hair salon and her husband
Damon Reio a gym at 1025
22nd Street.
The restaurant is to be
named Chief’s Cajun Cuisine, honoring Elihu Brayboy’s
mother,
Mary
Brayboy Jones. Her nickname was Chief. Mrs.
Jones was a longtime nurse
at the segregation-era
Mercy Hospital. But she
had majored in home economics at New Orleans’
Xavier University and had a
reputation for creating delicious Louisiana recipes.
Some of them will be used
in the restaurant, whose
menu is likely to change
daily and feature four or
five items per day.
The Brayboys also have
plans for the Merriweather
building, which is of 1920s
vintage. The long, two-story
building at 951 22nd St.
could be used for a variety
of businesses: perhaps a
produce market and boutique shops, Elihu Brayboy
suggests. He said affordable
apartments might work on
the second floor, which
once held a hotel during






22nd Street’s heyday.
In addition to his
mother’s long service at
Mercy, Brayboy has several longtime connections
to 22nd Street, once the
city’s major African-American professional, commercial and entertainment
thoroughfare. His father,
also named Elihu, was coowner of the old Clark Funeral Home, which was
demolished to make way
for I-275.
As
a
youngster,
Brayboy and some of his
friends washed cars for a
triumvirate
of
widely
known lawyers whose offices were on 22nd Street:
James B. Sanderlin, Frank
H. White and Frank W. Peterman.
They also used to hang
out at the pharmacy of
Charlotte McCoy, the city’s
first black female pharmacist. “She was like a surrogate mother,” Brayboy said
He said he would like to
replicate the positive elements of life in the old
neighborhood – among
them, the bonds that existed between elders and
younger people.
“Today’s younger generation doesn’t have that,”
Brayboy said. “I’m trying to
bring back something I saw
that they never had a
chance to see.”

“A Personal Touch
from Caring Professionals”

  


 












 
 

 

 






 



The woman who can’t stop working
From VITU , page 1

grew up tending cotton, tobacco and cropping vegetables
such
as
cucumbers, beans, peas,
peppers, tomatoes and
okra.
Not wanting to toil in
the unforgiving Georgia
clay for the rest of her life,
she knew education was a
way out of the fields. Upon
graduating from high
school as the class valedictorian, Fields was awarded
a full scholarship to Morris Brown College in Atlanta where she graduated
with honors majoring in
French and English. She
went on to receive a Master’s Degree in Library
Science from the University of Maryland.
With such academic
credentials as those, she
didn’t languish on the vine
long after college. She
landed a job teaching English and French in South
Carolina for two years before heading off to our nation’s capital where she
spent more than 30 years
of her life.
After retirement she
decided to go on an adventure and traveled to St.
Croix in the U.S Virgin Islands. Her retirement
went out the window when
she took a job as a librarian. For two years she enjoyed
the
beautiful
weather and fell in love
with the Caribbean Sea.
Who would have guessed
that her time in St. Croix
would lead her to part
three of her retirement?
What does that mean
you ask? Well, while working as a librarian in St.
Croix, she went on a student trip to Africa. Fields
spent 18 days in Senegal,
14 in Kenya, 14 in Zimbabwe and five days on the
Ivory Coast. That trip
opened her mind and
made her want to learn
more about her African
heritage. She would visit
Africa two more times.
Thinking that round
two of her retirement
would stick, Fields moved
back to Washington, D.C.
Like a good retiree she
started crafting jewelry
and showcasing her skills
at local craft shows, bazars
and festive type events
hosted by different Washington
governmental
agencies. However, after
the tragedies of September 11, it became much
harder to get government
work and that opportunity
all but dried up.
So instead of taking
cruises with her girlfriends or learning how to
play golf, Fields took a job
as a librarian in the D.C.
school system. It seems
that retirement just isn’t in
the cards for this adventurer.
After six years as a librarian, she decided to
leave the District of Columbia for good. Her third
round of retirement came

  

 

 



with only two prerequisites: must be near the
water and must have fruit
trees on whatever property she bought. After
doing some research, she
found and fell in love with
a Mediterranean style
home in St. Petersburg
near Lake Maggiore.
Now, if you can’t retire
in St. Petersburg, you can’t
retire anywhere in the
world. Remember when
she took those other trips
to Africa? Well, she started
collecting wood cravings,
fabrics, instruments and
books that showed the
archeological history of
Africa. She thought if she
brought back a piece of
Africa not only would
Americans learn about the
African culture but she
could also support the
African artisans who handcraft the work.
This is where the idea
for Vitu comes in at.
Stocked with items from
her travels, she carries
African artifacts, scarfs,
sarongs,
semi-precious
stone jewelry and so much
more. Originally Fields
started her specialty shop
out at Value Market that was
housed inside of the old
Kmart on 34th Street, but
once it closed she picked up

shop and moved down the
road to Skyway Mall.
So you would think
that her store is a perfect
retirement job. She can
make her own hours and
she thoroughly enjoys
what she’s doing. Well, remember that Mediterranean style home near
Lake Maggiore? Guess
what she did. She turned it
into a bed and breakfast
and named it Lake Maggiore Bed & Breakfast.
Located at 2624 13th
St. S., it has five bedrooms
all with private baths. This
historic home was built in
1925, and features two
fully equipped kitchens.
Her B&B is perfect for
small weddings, meetings
and receptions.
So if you don’t have the
time or the finances to
travel to exotic places, you
can bring these exotic
items to your home. For
more information, check
out her website at www.vituinternational.com or call
727-825-3719 cell 727-2543608. Or if you’re looking
for a weekend retreat or
have family coming in and
need more room, call
those same numbers and
find out how the Lake
Maggiore Bed & Breakfast can fit your needs.





    

        

  

NO COST MEDICAID &
MEDICARE REVIEWS
727-327-9881 • 3535 Central Ave.
St. Petersburg, FL 33713

H EALTH & WELLNESS
• Prevention • Awareness • Education •
•Testing • Counseling • Referrals •
HELP - US - HELP - U • Access
Food Stamp Application/SNAP
Medicaid Application - Recertification

727.403.3366
www.helpushelpuinc.org
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Planting seeds of hope
BY KATHY BOWMAN

ST. PETERSBURG —
In today’s society, we have
a tendency to automatically judge a book by its
cover. How many times
have you seen someone
who is homeless standing
on the corner asking for a
handout or sleeping on a
park bench? We look at
these people with preconceived ideas of who they
are, what their story is and
that they are there as a result of their life’s choices.
Last Mon., Jan. 20,
America honored Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr.
with celebrations and activities held across the nation. Locally, amongst the
parades and cookouts, almost 70 MLK Day of Service projects took place
around town.
Hair by Ahsile, one of
St. Petersburg’s established
hair salons, took the day to
partner with New Hope of
Glory Ministries and plant
seeds of hope by offering
their services to over 80 displaced or homeless residents as a way of giving
back to our community.
Brenda Gilbert, owner
of Hair by Ahsile, has been
working with local barber
students to provide free

shampoos and haircuts for
the homeless for the past
seven years; this year she
added manicures. And
after experiencing a day of
pampering, Pastor Deborah Hill and parishioners
from New Hope of Glory
Ministries provided a hot
meal of fried chicken, potato salad, rolls, drinks and
Nicky’s Famous Cookies.
As the seven vans unloaded customers throughout
the
day,
the
atmosphere was charged
with excitement as the
people entered the shop.
The transformation of various individuals was like
drinking a hot cup of cocoa
on a cold chilly day. It was
very warming to the soul
to be able to give back and
help those that were in a
hard place in their life for
various reasons.
Their actions can be
likened to Psalms 41:1
where it says: Happy is the
man who gives thought to
the poor; for the Lord will
deliver them in troubling
times.
Elizabeth is a 60 year
old woman and is currently living at Pinellas
Hope, or Tent City. Her
eyes sparkled with a renewed energy and her will
to press forward to make a

 


Courtesy of

      
       
      
      

         


better life for herself was
apparent.
“Being pampered with
a haircut and manicure
and a hot meal makes you
feel brand new and gives
you the empowerment to
do more. You feel better
when you look good,” said
Elizabeth.
Although Gilbert con-

tinues to run with the vision of providing free service for the homeless, she
said her goal is to make
the annual day of service
better each year. Pastor
Deborah Hill stated that
this is a great partnership
to help those who are less
fortunate, and to let people
know you are somebody .

Inaugural MLK Community Cookout
The Inaugural MLK
Community Cookout was a
huge success. The community came out on Jan. 18

to Lake Vista Park to support the event large in
numbers. Police officers
brought their K-9 compan-

 


ions out to demonstrate
their sense of smell,
WRXB showed up and out
all while Rev. Don Middle-

ton from New Pleasant
Grove Baptist Church was
the master of ceremonies.
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SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com

LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES
Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
4341 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(Across from Wendy’s)

(727) 867-3696
Open: Monday - Sunday
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COMMUNITY NEWS
A bitter sweet blessing

PCUL hires new director
of communications

From SERVICE, page 1

alive. “God had other
plans, he spared my life,”
said McCloud.
A family friend, community activist and Sunday school teacher, Iveta
Martin-Berry, from Faith
Memorial
Missionary
Baptist Church encouraged him to take his testimony to the street and
encourage other young
men dealing with the
same problems. However,
he wasn’t finished living a
destructive life.
“I felt that I was
tougher than that. I was
bad,” recounted McCloud,
“I really felt that I was a
G.”
After a routine hospital
visit to see how the gunshot wound was healing,
McCloud had a life altering vision of a very large
rock with blood streaming
out of it. The rock was positioned in front of him
with blood streaming out
of it covering him.
“That reminded me of
a scripture in Luke 19:40
that read: ‘if they keep
quiet, the stones (rocks)
will cry out.’ I had been
running from the call of
God for a long time,” he
revealed.
So long that even his
mother asked him not to
return to the family home.
“That hit me below the
belt, and that’s when I
started to turn my life
around. I sincerely prayed
to the Lord and asked with
all my heart: ‘Lord, help
me.’
After his heartfelt
prayer to God, the desire
to minister came upon
him. God also unlocked
memories in his mind of
his grandfather, Reverend
E.J. Clark, preaching at
the
old
Macedonia
Freewill Baptist Church.
He remembered when his
grandfather would introduce his grandchildren
with such pride to the congregation and have them
standup for all to see.
That prayer was a turning point in his life and
McCloud began to surround himself with other
believers so that he could
walk closer with the Lord.

McCloud knew he was
on the right path when
one day out of the blue a
young man said to him,
“stop running and just answer the call.” He admitted that those words
startled him, and put him
into action at the same
time.
He started ushering,
which he felt was an
honor, at the original
Pleasant Grove Missionary Baptist Church. He
stayed there until Reverend Gordon passed
away. The Lord lead him
to The Rock of Jesus Missionary Baptist Church
under Reverend Frank W.
Peterman, Jr. McCloud
felt that is when things really started moving forward in his life.
“Reverend Peterman
took me under his wing
and showed so much compassion and love. I was
embraced by the congregation. I remember when
Reverend Peterman and I
first meet, he referred to
me as a minister. I quickly
told him that I wasn’t a
minister, but it was truly
amazing that he saw it in
me,” said McCloud.
McCloud was ordained
Sun., Oct. 20 of last year
and has been appointed to
a position of associate and
co- regional minister. He
also takes on some house
duties as overseer of sanitary affairs.

He enjoys preaching
the gospel, and with the
blessing of his pastor
holds
a
Wednesday
evening and a Sunday
morning service at Arlington Towers, the place of
his employment.
Arlington Towers is a
senior living facility with
many of the residents not
able to get to church or
bible study because of
health and mobility restrictions. In this way, the
Word is brought to them.
After his Sunday morning
service, he makes his way
back to the Rock of Jesus
to hear the infallible Word
of God through Rev. Peterman.
He is the proud father
of six children and three
grandchildren with another one on the way. McCloud takes no credit for
all his many works, and
has a strong sense of humility that causes him to
gives all reverence to God.
McCloud wants the
reader to know that he
stands for the four Ps:
Past, purpose, plan and
promise. Which means:
You must forget about
your past; know your purpose, plan to do His will
and God will keep his
promise.
“God is still not
through with me yet so I’ll
pray for you, you pray for
me and watch Him change
things,” he finished.

ST. PETERSBURG —
Pattye Sawyer-Hampton is
no stranger to the Pinellas
County Urban League
(PCUL) having been a supporter and community partner for many years.
Her most recent endeavors include the partnership between the PCUL,
the St. Petersburg Chapter
of the National Black
Nurses Association and
Suncoast Hospice for their
mobile health unit in 2011
and “Hands Across Central,” part of the YWCA’s
2012
“Stand
national
Against Racism” initiative.
Sawyer-Hampton comes
to the Urban League from
Suncoast Hospice, where
she served as vice president of Community Health
Programs, overseeing the
operations of many preneed hospice programs including the AIDS Service
Association of Pinellas,
Community Health Division, Elder Care Services
Division and Faith In Action
program, as well as the organization’s internal and external diversity initiatives.
A native of Cleveland,
Ohio, she graduated from
Ohio University with a
Bachelor’s Degree in Journalism and the University
of Phoenix where she graduated Summa Cum Laude
with a Master’s Degree in
Organizational Management.
She has over 20 years of
significant and progressive
experience with community-based and not-for-profit
organizations in the hospice, community health,
marketing and public relations industries. She has a
strong record of success in
branding, community relations, building strategic alliances,
relationship
management and media relations.
In her new role as Director of Communications
and
External
Affairs,
Sawyer-Hampton will be responsible for the development and implementation
of the PCUL’s communication strategy and external
relations.
“I serve as an ambassador for the organization,
building relationships with
the media to promote, enhance and protect the organization’s brand. My goal is
to advance the organization’s position with relevant

constituents, as well as
drive broader awareness
and support for the organization,” she said.
When asked why she
wanted to join the Urban
League staff, SawyerHampton said: “It’s actually
quite simple – I believe
strongly in the core values
and mission of the national
and local organizations, and
want to be a part of advancing the PCUL’s status as a
model of excellence among
Urban League affiliates nationwide.”
Furthermore, the opportunity to work again
with the mentor who gave
Sawyer-Hampton her first
real jumpstart in her career
here in Florida over 20
years ago, PCUL President
& CEO Watson Haynes,
was an opportunity she just
couldn’t pass up.
“Watson hired me at the
Tampa-Hillsborough Action Plan when all I had was
a non-related undergraduate college degree and a
personal passion to serve
people
living
with
HIV/AIDS. He recognized
the calling on my life and
my willingness to learn,
and took a chance on me.
I’ve honored him by doing
the same for others
throughout my career,” she
stated.
Another
area that
Sawyer-Hampton will oversee is the PCUL’s new
three-year grant from the
Allegany Franciscan Ministries, which will utilize the
their newly refurbished
Community Mobile Health

Unit (CMHU) in its goal to
improve access to and
knowledge of quality health
care within medically underserved communities of
Pinellas County.
Program staff and volunteers will conduct medical
screenings
for
cholesterol,
diabetes,
Sickle Cell Anemia, weight
control and blood pressure;
provide referrals for services that extend beyond the
CMHU mobile screenings,
including mental health,
substance
abuse,
HIV/AIDS, dental, major
medical, and more; and
provide nursing students
with an RN-supervised field
practicum.
In addition, staff will
work directly with Affordable Care Act navigators to
link consumers to the
Florida Health Insurance
Marketplace and coverage
exchange
networks.
Sawyer-Hampton is thrilled
that the PCUL will play
such a major role with its
community partners in
transforming medically underserved communities.
She feels that due to its
longstanding, trusted presence in the community,
“the PCUL is uniquely positioned to be inclusive, with
cross cultural representation and service.”
The Pinellas County
Urban League welcomes
Sawyer-Hampton to the
team, and looks forward to
her role in upholding its
mantra of “Empowering
Communities, Changing
Lives.”
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
Zora!™ Festival 2014 now underway

The Al Downing Tampa Bay Jazz
Assn. hosts annual holiday dinner

Pictured from left to right: Donna Mullinix,
Bette Gregg (Vice President), Mark Feinman (President) & Ron Gregg
For several years, The Al Downing
Tampa Bay Jazz Association (ADTBJA)
has followed a special recipe consisting
of Great Food! Great People! Great
Jazz! These ingredients when mixed
equally result in an occasion of happiness and enjoyment.
As part of an extensive jazz program,
ADTBJA hosts an open jam session on
the first Monday of the month. Monday
evening two week ago, the St. Petersburg jazz organization successfully
hosted their Annual Holiday Dinner and
their monthly jam session at the popular
Hangar Restaurant & Flight Lounge,
540 1st St. SE, St. Petersburg. As in the
past, ADTBJA was able to effectively
mix those same potent ingredients to
help invited guests begin the New Year
with a jazzy renewed spirit.
The jazz enthusiasts from St. Petersburg and surrounding areas attending
the social and musical event enjoyed a
scrumptious buffet dinner. In attendance were organization president and
drummer Mark Feinman; member Gloria Munoz; publicity and marketing
committee members Rossie Newson
and Barbara Bickerstaffe; trumpeter
and founder of America’s Youngest Jazz
Orchestra Sonny La Rosa; trombonist
and member Andy Foertsch, Yvonne
Alsup, vocalist Cynthony Palmer; education and scholarship committee member, trumpeter Dwayne White;
membership committee member and
vocalist Rob Pates; former president
and guitarist Vincent Sims; drummer
Ron Gregg; organization vice president
Bette Gregg; newsletter editor Donna
Mullinix; treasurer Mike Conway; Nora
Bruyn and pianist Richard “Stretch”
Bruyn.
Also, representing the youth in jazz
and participating in the festivities as jam
session participants were 21-year-old
drummer Jorge Boughton, and 18-yearold trombonist Henry Foreman.

At the sit-down buffet dinner President Mark Feinman welcomed the
guests and indicated that the affair
would continue as an annual event. In
the winter publication of the ADTBJA
newsletter, Feinman also pay tribute to
those musicians and patrons of jazz that
continuously help establish jazz in our
community.
Director of Education & Scholarship
Committee, Dwayne White, shared his
personal story of meeting with founder,
the late Al Downing. He commented
that when he first moved to the Tampa
Bay area and attended an event where
Al Downing was performing, Downing
invited him to perform with his group.
At the time, the group consisted of local
jazz musicians, drummer Ron Gregg
and bassist Kenny Walker. Shortly after
that first meeting, Downing became a
mentor to White.
Several others contributed stories
about Downing including the fact that
Downing earned his Bachelor of Arts
degree from FAMC in 1939 and started
his career as a music teacher at Gibbs
High School, St. Petersburg’s first allblack high school. The rest is musical
and community history.
The evening was indeed an extremely pleasant and enjoyable night
out, and many thanks were extended to
the ADTBJA hosts. Before parting for
the evening, it was announced that
among many other upcoming events
sponsored by ADTBJA, as part of an ongoing series of concerts, there would be
the Songbirds Concert during Women’s
History Month on March 23, 2014.
Remember to “Keep Jazz Alive” by
“Supporting Live Jazz!”
Jazz fans – do you have any feedback?
I would like to hear from YOU! You may
visit my website at: http://rickgeesjazzjamm.com
or
email
me
at
jazzjamm@aol.com.

Three of the Zora Neale Hurston’s descendants pose with the
2014 Festival Fine Arts Poster at the ZORA!™ Festival press briefing.
Close to 50 of Hurston’s relatives are expected to attend this year’s event.
Go to www.zorafestival.org for more information.
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 







Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

     








  

  

 




  

   





 


 
   




 





Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays





Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ
Pastor Ricardo Welch
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South, Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670



 




 



BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567
SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.




Victory Christian Center Church

  

    

Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.











Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry

 
  

3530 1st Avenue North, Ste. 217
St. Petersburg, Florida 33713



 


 
     
  
  





The Crossing Point
Christian Cultural Community Center
“JESUS, the same yesterday, today and forever.”
Hebrews 13:8

900 22nd St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-821-0304
Edgar & Sarah Edwards,
Email:
thechurch@thecrossingpoint.net
Overseers
www.thecrossingpoint.net
Worship & Praise, Sundays, 11 a.m.
Prayer, Praise and Bible Study, Tuesdays, noon
Women’s Bible Study, Thursdays, 7 p.m.
Visible Voices Neighborhood Fellowship 3rd Mondays, 7 p.m.
Common Grounds Coffee House Ministry, Fridays, 7 p.m.

“We are a Movement with a Message. The results are that we build people; not programs.”


 

 
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.




  





  
 
  



  





Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.




 


Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.

 
  

 

 
  



 





  
 

 


 






 

1818 29th Avenue N.
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship

11:30 a.m.






  



 
 

(727) 564-1389
Pastor Shurrea Daniels

Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/

  


 

  
 
 

Pastors Dexter and
Wanda McCree

 

 
 
  


ATTENTION! You MUST Read This!
    
Do you have any questions concerning health, money, love?
Call Mrs. Rogers, the one who knows all the answers.

Call Today … Tomorrow May Be Too Late! GOD BLESS YOU 229-769-5399
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THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida





Presiding Bishop
Warren Hawkins

 

CHURCH MOTTO: ALL IN ONE AND ONE IN ALL; WHEN
WE GET OUT OF ONE WE’RE OUT OF ALL. NO ONE IS
LEFT BEHIND; WE NEED TO KNOW WHO JESUS IS!
Addresses
• 1st and 3rd Sabbath at 3931 Central Ave. St. Petersburg , Fl
• 2nd, 4th and 5th Sabbath and Wed. nights at
3900 Dr. Martin Luther King St. South Petersburg , Fl
Service times and Contact information
• 10:30 am -12:00 noon Sabbath School
• 12:00 noon -1:30 pm Worship service
• 7:30 pm Bible Study on Wed. Nights
• 727-290-8115 after 5 pm (Bishop Hawkins)
• 727 614 6994 after 2 pm (secretary)

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.





Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC

The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the community at large, its wish that there
would be an overflowing of God’s
blessings upon their lives. St.
Mark is grounded in a Christcentered doctrine that has as its
central theme, a belief that we
are a haven of hope, help, and
healing for a world hungering for
and thirsting after the enlightened word of God. At St. Mark,
we are Christians willing to work
and partner in unity, praising God
for His awesome gift, His son
Jesus Christ.
Calendar Events for January
Jan. 31 - St. Mark Monthly
Business Meeting at 7 p.m.
Events for February
Feb. 1 - First General Mission Meeting of 2014 at 9:30 a.m.
Breakfast will be served. All Ministry Presidents, Vice Presidents
and /or a representative is asked
to attend.

Feb. 7-8 - South Florida Progressive Baptist Association MidWinter Board hosted by Nt.
Tabor M. B. Church, Rev, T.D.
Leonard, Pastor (Tampa, FL).
Feb. 7 - The St. Mark M. B.
Church family has been asked to
serve on this evening of MidWinter Board a7:30 p.m. and Pastor Brian K. Brown will deliver
the message.
Feb. 8 - Planning Session for
the upcoming 99th Session to
take place in October 2014.
Feb. 9 - Black History Presentation by the Music Department during 10:45 a.m. services
(Wear African Attire)
Feb. 14 - St. Valentine’s Day
Feb. 17 - Community Outreach Meeting Planning Meeting
at 6:30 p.m.
Feb. 23 - Black History Presentation by the children Youth
Ministry (CYM) at 9:30 a.m. during Sunday school hour.
Weekly Scheduled Activities
for St. Mark
Sunday School held for both
children and adults of all ages.

Pastor’s Corner

Sunday School starts each Sunday morning at 9:30. All are invited to come and join us.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members
and the general public are invited
to come out study the Bible with
us, and learn “What Baptist Believe.”
Children and Youth Ministry
Meetings are held every Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in the community are welcomed to join us.
N I. K. E. After School Tutoring (4:30-6 p.m.) on Tuesdays &
Thursdays (closed during holiday seasons and school breaks)
Young Adult Ministry every
Monday from 6:30 p.m. (Bible
Study)
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday at
7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Wednesday
at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer
Meeting
and
Bible Study every Wednesday
evening at 7.

tory Everyday (L.I.V.E). Holy
Communion will be served.
Family and Friends Love Fellowship dinner immediately after
Wednesday Night L.I.V.E. service. Please share the good news,
invite your family and friends.
Have you found the key? If
you’re looking for the key to happiness or heaven, you’ll find it
through Jesus Christ. Dr. John
A. Evans, Sr., and Friendship welcomes you to our open doors.
Friendships’ worship experiences are 7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday Church School begins at

bible and how it applies to our
lives today. 7 p.m. in the Youth
Chapel.
Come out and get your car
washed by our Boy Scouts on
Sat., Feb. 8 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
at 5301 - 34th St. S. (7-11 parking
lot at the corner of 54th Ave. S.
and 34th St. S.).
The Relay 4 Life is having a
fund raising Car Wash on Feb.
15 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 7-11
parking lot at the corner of 54th
Ave. S. and 34th St. S. Show your
support!
Attention Single Moms!
Just Us Three will meet Feb. 13
and 20 at 6 p.m. in the C.A.R.E.
Building at 1906 - 9th Ave. S.
During this quarter we will continue to Uncover the Truth.
Genesis: 2.
3rd Thursday of the month
– Men’s Unity Ministry - Calling
all Men... The Men’s Ministry
invite you to come out on the
third Thursday of each month
for their unity fellowship and
study of “What a Man of God
Should Look Like.”
CARE- Choosing Addiction

S=SCRIPTURE (And the word was made flesh and dwelt among us) John1:14
A=ANGELS ( the seven stars are the seven angels of the churches) Rev.1:20
B=BELIEVE (He that believeth on me, believeth not on me, but on him that sent me) John 12:44
B=BIBLE (Basic Instructions Before Leaving Earth)
A=ALL (For through him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father ) Ephesians 2:18
T=TRUTH (Sanctify them through thy truth thy word is truth) John 17:17
H=HOLY (But ye shall receive power, after the Holy Spirit is come upon you) Acts 1:8
S=SAVIOR (For I am the Lord thy God the Holy one of Israel, thy Savior :) Isaiah 43:3
Scripture background text: Genesis 2:1-3, Exodus 20:1-17, Isaiah 58:13-14, 66: 22-24, Ezekiel
20 , Malachi 3: 6-9, Mark 2:28-29, Hebrews 4:1- (8)-11, Acts 13:38-52, John 1:1-9, Romans 11,
vHebrew 12:14, Matthew 12:39-40, 1st Peter 1: 15-16, John 14: 17, Acts 1:8, 2:34-38, 17: 30
THERE ARE MORE SABBATHS THAN THE WEEKLY SABBATH.

Pastor’s Corner
Visible Voices Christian
Community Association

9:30 a.m.
Come join us each Wednesday for Bible Study at Noon and
7 p.m. Dr. Evans, Sr., Pastor, invites you to come and share in
the study of God’s word - The
Gospel of Mark, Chapter 11 - BE
DILIGENT, “Serving Others As
You Walk With The Master Servant,” by W.Wierbe.
Friendship is located at 3300
31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL
33712. Telephone 727-906-8300.
www.fmbctheship.org
God Bless You – The Ship!

Mt. Zion Progressive
Reverend Louis Murphy, Sr.
and the entire Mt Zion family extend an open invitation to join us
not only in Sunday worship, but
also throughout the week for
various programs and ministries.
Wednesday Bible Study –
Noonday and 6 p.m.
Join in The 21 Days of
Prayer Call daily at 6 a.m. To listen to the prayer, Phone: 805399-1000, Access Code: 910772.
Mt Zion will host the Love &
Respect Marriage Video Conference presented by Dr. Emerson
& Sarah Eggerichs. Join us on
Feb. 7 and 8 for this momentous
event! This video conference is
open to all Couples and Singles.
Register online at www.loveandrespect.com. For more information
contact
Thelma
McCloud at 727-894-4311, ext.
209 or email tmccloud@mzprogressive.org.
Tues., Feb. 4 – Generation
Restored Young Adult Ministry
Group Chat. If you are between
the ages of 18 – 35 join our
young adults as they discuss the

Yahweh Sabbath means …

BY PASTOR SARAH EDWARDS

Friendship MBC
Our Mission: Friendship
Missionary Baptist Church is a
family of believers in Christ,
reaching out to the world,
preaching the gospel to the unsaved and teaching the saved to
serve by demonstrating the Love
of Christ.
2014 “Total Surrender, Total
Sacrifice, and Total Stewardship”
– II Corinthians 9:6-8.
Mark you calendars:
Wednesday, Feb. 5, at 7 p.m.
Join us to celebrate and give God
praise for another month.
Wednesday Night Living In Vic-

THE HOLY SPIRIT HAS GIVEN TO OUR PASTOR BISHOP
WARREN HAWKINS AND THE HOLY SPIRIT WE OBEY (John 16)
The House of Yah New Yisrael Commandment Keeping Church

Recovery Efforts - Now meeting
the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of each
month 7 p.m., CARE building,
1906 9th Ave. S., For more information contact Min. Keith Murphy at 727-289-6057.
One-80 Teen Ministry will
host “College Prep 101” Parents
and Teens if college is in your future please join College Prep
101, held the 1st & 3rd Tuesday’s of each month in the Youth
Fellowship Hall 6:30 – 7:30 p.m.
Let’s Get Connected!
Mt. Zion Progressive is now
social. Checkout the latest
events, ministry news, and more
by following us on FACEBOOK,
TWITTER and YOUTUBE
(Keyword: MZPMBC). Visit our
website and let’s get connected
today! www.MZProgressive.org
For additional information
on any of these announcements,
please contact the church office.
Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist Church. 955
20th St. S., St. Petersburg
Florida. 727-894-4311, email:
info@mzprogressive.org.

Are you a reactor or a responder?
Have you ever been so
hard pressed with trouble
continually bombarding you
on every side to the point you
couldn’t hardly think straight,
no less pray? You reach out to
those you thought were your
friends, only to be told they
were busy. Unlike Job’s
friends when they heard of all
the adversity that had come
upon him. His friends made
an agreement to stop what
they were doing, come together to mourn with him
and to comfort him.
Job had been through so
much that his friends did not
recognize him from a distant.
It touched them and they
began weeping, tearing their
robes and sprinkling dust on
their head toward heaven interceding, pleading to God on
Job’s behalf. They sat down
with him on the ground seven
days and seven nights and no
one spoke a word to him, for
they saw that his grief was
very great. So far so good!
Job’s friends were an example of five fold action for us
to follow. 1) They came to
him, 2) They wept with him,
3) They tore their robes, 4)
They threw dust in the air
and on themselves 5) They
sat in silence with Job for a
week and then they opened
up their mouths! (Job 2:1-13).
When you see the suffering of others, are you moved
with compassion to action?
Job’s friends began to speak
with great swelling words as
if what they were saying was
the Truth. They told him
what they perceived was the

cause and cure for his suffering. During difficult times,
you may turn to your family,
only to be rejected as
Joseph’s brothers had and of
course, Job’s wife [Genesis
37]. At some point Job’s wife
gave him some advice. I believe this is the only time we
hear her speak. His wife said
to him, “Do you still retain
your integrity? Curse God
and die!”
Job’s spouse was not the
greatest counsel to him. Remember he’s the person who
is of perfect integrity, who
fears God and turns away
from evil [Job 2:3-9]. What
this tells us is that we must
discern the wisdom and
counsel that comes to us. Just
because someone is close to
us does not mean that they
will always give us the best
advice. We all need wise
counsel–Job is no exception.
There is only one who is all
wise and that is God alone.
Job does give his wife wise
counsel when he says to her:
“You speak as a foolish
woman speaks. Should we accept only good from God and
not adversity?” [Job 2:10]
Job surrendered his fate
unto God’s purpose. God
manifested to Job five of His
promises: 1) Trust in the
LORD with all his heart and
lean not on his own understanding [Proverbs 3:5]. 2)
Guard his heart because
everything flows from it
[Proverbs 4:23] 3) Commit
your works unto the LORD,
and your thoughts shall be established [Proverbs 16:3]. 4)

God shall decree a thing, and
it shall be established unto
him [Job 22:28]. 5) When you
are cast down, speak with
confidence [Job 22:29].
At some point in all of our
lives, we will need someone
to lean on especially in situations that are very hard to
bear by ourselves. Pastors
are often asked to pray for
others when they themselves
are in need of prayer.
When praying for others,
they witness God’s blessings
being manifested for the people they’ve prayed for while
they themselves are in a
storm filled life. Human interactions are important if they
support, motivate and help regardless of the situation.
Therefore, do not stay away
from our worship meetings,
as some habitually do, but encourage each other and all
the more as you see the day
drawing near. [Hebrews
10:24-26].
Jesus challenged us not
to put our families before
Him. He fulfilled the law.
Jesus is LORD! He will help
us [Psalms 37:5]. In the end,
God required Job to pray for
his so-called friends or He
would have to destroy them.
Never forget to remember,
God wants to be involve in
every detail of our lives. However, He must lead if we want
Him to take part in our lives.
He up holds us in His right
hand so that His glory will be
revealed.
Are you willing to let
Jesus lead you?
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WALMART GRAND OPENING

Stanley — “I think it’s
great. I live in the
neighborhood and it
will make life easier.”

Dorothy Scott — “It is great
for the elderly people. I’m
moving to the north side,
but it’s in walking distance
for my father.”

Queen Esther Flowers —
“I’m happy that we
don’t have to go out
so far to get stuff. I
thank God it’s open.”

Marilynn Mitchell
& Karli Jones —
“I live down the street
and this is very
convenient for me.”

Veronica Wise —
“It is wonderful. This is in
walking distance and I
will be shopping here.”

Joyce Waller –
“It’s great because it’s
near my house. I’m just
so glad it’s here.”

Gloria Harvey &
Rick Walker II —
“I’m so excited about
it. We don’t have to go
all the way to other
shops to get items.”

Thelma Davis — “I’m
excited. It was much
needed. When it was
Sweetbay I was here all
the time, and I’m sure I
will be here a lot also.”

Leon Thomas — “I really
feel relieved. It is a
great convenience.
I work here in the
neighborhood so it’s
easy for me to come
here from work.”

Sarah Lee Robinson —
“I’m just ecstatic. I
always came here for
my prescriptions and
now that Walmart has
come, I can transfer my
prescriptions.”

Dorothy Davis — “I’m
just so happy and
thankful. Thank God.
I’m happy for the ones
that don’t have
transportation. I’m
happy that it’s in our
neighborhood.”

Way Williams — “I am
super blessed because
I had to drive three
miles to go to the other
Walmart. I can walk
here now. Yesterday I
made my bike up so I
could carry food on it.
I’m really excited.”

Theodora Revels – “I’m
glad to have it open and I
feel like it’s long overdue. I
hope people have
learned their lesson. You
have to patronize the
stores in your
neighborhood because
they can leave.”

Andrew Williams — “I’m
glad it’s here. I live in
walking distance and it
will make shopping
more convenient. After
Sweetbay left I would
shop at the corner
stores, but the prices
were outrageous.”

Joanne Coley — “I’ve
been waiting for this all
year. We needed a
store like this in this
neighborhood. I live
over 10 minutes away,
but I always come
through here on my
way to work.”

Deanie Victor —
“I’m particularly
interested in the
vegetables because
I juice a lot. Sweetbay
had the apparatus
that kept the
vegetables fresh, so
I was hoping that they
would keep that.
The vegetables are
beautiful, but I’m just
hoping and praying
that they will keep the
vegetables fresh and
not let them dehydrate.
When you juice you
use it all, and if they
are dried up and
wilted you have
defeated the purpose
of trying to juice, and
then you still have to
end up going out
of the neighborhood.
I’m happy about
this if they keep it up.”

Pearl Sly — “I’m so
happy. I’m so glad that
we have a store in this
area that we can come
and shop and not have
to go so far away from
where we live.”

